
12420 active members


	HomeHome
WelcomeAbout
NewsPartners
ContactPrivacyImprintLinks

	ChallengesChallenges
The Four Levels
All Challenges (Compact)All ChallengesLevel ILevel IILevel IIILevel X
Challenges Hall of FameGlobal Hall of FamePoints Calculation
Submit Challenge

	ForumForum
Forum index
AnnouncementsGeneral Discussion
Level I ChallengesLevel II ChallengesLevel III ChallengesLevel X Challenges

	SearchSearch
Search ChallengesSearch Forum

	AccountAccount
Log InRegister
Activate AccountReset Password

	LanguageLanguage
German (de)
English (en)




This site requires JavaScript for seamless operation. Please activate JavaScript.


Level X Challenges
18 published challenges (in level X), sorted by:










Publication date, newest first.Publication datePublication dateChallenge titleChallenge titleAuthor nameAuthor nameNumber of solversNumber of solversAvailable pointsAvailable points


Hide solved



The Vatican Challenge — Part 5



Description
The Vatican owns some encrypted manuscripts waiting for decryption. Can you find the solution for an archive manuscript from 1539-1548? Show details…Hide details…

Author
George Lasry

Publication
July 7, 2019, 8:50 p.m.




Show detailed information about this challenge.Hide detailed information about this challenge.




Download detailed information about this challenge.


Download additional files for this challenge.


Discuss this challenge with others in the forum.




Solve this challenge
0 users have already solved this challenge.
You need to be logged in to solve this challenge.



The Vatican Challenge — Part 4



Description
The Vatican owns some encrypted manuscripts waiting for decryption. Can you find the solution for an archive manuscript from 1535/1536? Show details…Hide details…

Author
George Lasry

Publication
July 7, 2019, 8:46 p.m.




Show detailed information about this challenge.Hide detailed information about this challenge.




Download detailed information about this challenge.


Download additional files for this challenge.


Discuss this challenge with others in the forum.


Show solvers of this challenge.Hide solvers of this challenge.

loading…
Loading the list of solvers has failed. Please try again.





Solve this challenge
1 user has already solved this challenge.
You need to be logged in to solve this challenge.



The Vatican Challenge — Part 3



Description
The Vatican owns some encrypted manuscripts waiting for decryption. Can you find the solution for a message from 1721? Show details…Hide details…

Author
George Lasry

Publication
June 25, 2019, 5:14 p.m.




Show detailed information about this challenge.Hide detailed information about this challenge.




Download detailed information about this challenge.


Discuss this challenge with others in the forum.




Solve this challenge
0 users have already solved this challenge.
You need to be logged in to solve this challenge.



Catherine of Aragon's Letter to King Ferdinand, her Father (1509)



Description
On November 3rd, 1509, Catherine of Aragon wrote an encrypted letter to her father. What did she tell him? Show details…Hide details…

Author
S. Tomokiyo

Publication
Nov. 28, 2018, 3:42 p.m.




Show detailed information about this challenge.Hide detailed information about this challenge.




Download detailed information about this challenge.


Discuss this challenge with others in the forum.


Show solvers of this challenge.Hide solvers of this challenge.

loading…
Loading the list of solvers has failed. Please try again.





Solve this challenge
2 users have already solved this challenge.
You need to be logged in to solve this challenge.



The Vatican Challenge — Part 2



Description
The Secret Archives of the Vatican keep a large collection of ciphertexts from papal correspondence. The keys of these manuscripts have been destroyed, or are kept elsewhere and been forgotten. Can you find out how to decipher the letter from March 14, 1625? Show details…Hide details…

Author
Beáta Megyesi

Publication
Feb. 14, 2018, 8:43 p.m.




Show detailed information about this challenge.Hide detailed information about this challenge.




Download detailed information about this challenge.


Download additional files for this challenge.


Discuss this challenge with others in the forum.


Show solvers of this challenge.Hide solvers of this challenge.

loading…
Loading the list of solvers has failed. Please try again.





Solve this challenge
3 users have already solved this challenge.
You need to be logged in to solve this challenge.
The solution for this challenge was made public on June 20, 2018, 12:26 a.m., and thus it is no longer possible to get points for this challenge. However, you can still solve it and enter a solution for this challenge.



The Vatican Challenge — Part 1



Description
The Main Library of the Vatican owns some encrypted manuscripts, waiting for decryption. Can you find the solution to the letter from 1628? Show details…Hide details…

Author
Beáta Megyesi

Publication
Feb. 14, 2018, 8:36 p.m.




Show detailed information about this challenge.Hide detailed information about this challenge.




Download detailed information about this challenge.


Download additional files for this challenge.


Discuss this challenge with others in the forum.


Show solvers of this challenge.Hide solvers of this challenge.

loading…
Loading the list of solvers has failed. Please try again.





Solve this challenge
3 users have already solved this challenge.
You need to be logged in to solve this challenge.
The solution for this challenge was made public on June 20, 2018, 12:25 a.m., and thus it is no longer possible to get points for this challenge. However, you can still solve it and enter a solution for this challenge.



Spanish Strip Cipher — Part 3



Description
Many telegrams that date from the Spanish Civil War (1936 - 1939) still remain undisclosed. It is assumed that these telegrams were encrypted using the Spanish Strip Cipher. Try to find the plaintext of this original telegram. Show details…Hide details…

Author
Luis Alberto Benthin Sanguino

Publication
March 27, 2014, 2:45 p.m.




Show detailed information about this challenge.Hide detailed information about this challenge.




Download detailed information about this challenge.


Discuss this challenge with others in the forum.




Solve this challenge
0 users have already solved this challenge.
You need to be logged in to solve this challenge.



Concealed Messages — Vigenère's Night Sky



Description
In 1586 the famous French mathematician Blaise de Vigenère published a picture of the night sky and claimed that a message was concealed in it. Can you find out how to decipher this message? Show details…Hide details…

Author
K. Schmeh

Publication
May 1, 2012, 10:31 a.m.




Show detailed information about this challenge.Hide detailed information about this challenge.




Download detailed information about this challenge.


Download additional files for this challenge.


Discuss this challenge with others in the forum.


Show solvers of this challenge.Hide solvers of this challenge.

loading…
Loading the list of solvers has failed. Please try again.





Solve this challenge
16 users have already solved this challenge.
You need to be logged in to solve this challenge.
The solution for this challenge was made public on July 15, 2016, 12:39 p.m., and thus it is no longer possible to get points for this challenge. However, you can still solve it and enter a solution for this challenge.



The third ENIGMA M4 message



Description
In 2006 the distributed "M4 Message Breaking Project" under the lead of Stefan Krah aimed at decrypting three ENIGMA M4 messages from the time of World War II. Two of the three messages where decrypted within the first weeks. However, the third message withstood despite all efforts and remained unbroken.

Today, the M4 project has been discontinued with the last message still unbroken. The task of this challenge is to break this very last message - after all, a few years have past since the project was discontinued and cryptanalysis and computational power also advanced during this time.

Note: The solution was published here: http://www.enigma.hoerenberg.com/. You can't get points for solving it any more, but you can still use it as a good training experience. Show details…Hide details…

Author
Michael Hörenberg

Publication
Sept. 21, 2011, 6:45 p.m.




Show detailed information about this challenge.Hide detailed information about this challenge.




Download detailed information about this challenge.


Discuss this challenge with others in the forum.




Solve this challenge
0 users have already solved this challenge.
You need to be logged in to solve this challenge.



Twelve-Year-Old Murder Case



Description
An unsolved FBI case: In 1999, an encrypted message was found in the pockets of a murder victim. No one was able to decrypt it so far. Show details…Hide details…

Author
Dennis Grunert

Publication
April 7, 2011, midnight




Show detailed information about this challenge.Hide detailed information about this challenge.




Download detailed information about this challenge.


Discuss this challenge with others in the forum.




Solve this challenge
0 users have already solved this challenge.
You need to be logged in to solve this challenge.



Ku Klux Klan



Description
In 1923, a member of the Ku Klux Klan sent an encrypted telegram to one of his colleagues. This telegram could be preserved.

More than 60 years later, the US mathematician Cipher Deavours examined the telegram and was able to decipher it. In 1989, he published some of the details about the solution in the magazine Cryptologia („A Ku Klux Klan Cipher“, edition 3/1989).  However, he didn‘t tell the complete solution – the last part was left to the reader as an exercise. Show details…Hide details…

Author
K. Schmeh

Publication
Oct. 14, 2010, 1:30 p.m.




Show detailed information about this challenge.Hide detailed information about this challenge.




Download detailed information about this challenge.


Discuss this challenge with others in the forum.


Show solvers of this challenge.Hide solvers of this challenge.

loading…
Loading the list of solvers has failed. Please try again.





Solve this challenge
42 users have already solved this challenge.
You need to be logged in to solve this challenge.



Unknown Author



Description
The author of the German book "The Art of Deciphering", written 1808 remains unknown. However, the editor signs the preface with a cipher (Semicolon Plus One Triangle Plus Circle Period). Is this the encrypted name of the author? Show details…Hide details…

Author
T. Schroedel

Publication
Oct. 14, 2010, 1:30 p.m.




Show detailed information about this challenge.Hide detailed information about this challenge.




Download detailed information about this challenge.


Discuss this challenge with others in the forum.


Show solvers of this challenge.Hide solvers of this challenge.

loading…
Loading the list of solvers has failed. Please try again.





Solve this challenge
2 users have already solved this challenge, 1 is working on it.
You need to be logged in to solve this challenge.



Beale Ciphers



Description
In 1885, the US businessman James Ward published a booklet about an allegedly true story of a hidden treasure. According to the story, in 1823, a man named Thomas Beale hid several tons of gold and silver in a secret place and described the location of it in three encrypted messages. One of these messages was cracked, but it doesn't contain enough information to locate the treasure.

The two other messages are unsolved. Show details…Hide details…

Author
K. Schmeh

Publication
Oct. 14, 2010, 1:30 p.m.




Show detailed information about this challenge.Hide detailed information about this challenge.




Download detailed information about this challenge.


Discuss this challenge with others in the forum.


Show solvers of this challenge.Hide solvers of this challenge.

loading…
Loading the list of solvers has failed. Please try again.





Solve this challenge
1 user has already solved this challenge.
You need to be logged in to solve this challenge.



Notes of an Italian Soldier



Description
During World War II, the Italian solider Antonio Marzi worked as a radio operator. He created more than 230 pages full of enciphered notes about his experiences. Unfortunately, he forgot one step of his enciphering method. Still today, his records have never been decrypted. Show details…Hide details…

Author
T. Schroedel

Publication
Oct. 14, 2010, 1:30 p.m.




Show detailed information about this challenge.Hide detailed information about this challenge.




Download detailed information about this challenge.


Discuss this challenge with others in the forum.


Show solvers of this challenge.Hide solvers of this challenge.

loading…
Loading the list of solvers has failed. Please try again.





Solve this challenge
4 users have already solved this challenge.
You need to be logged in to solve this challenge.
The solution for this challenge was made public on Jan. 25, 2014, 8:34 p.m., and thus it is no longer possible to get points for this challenge. However, you can still solve it and enter a solution for this challenge.



Kryptos



Description
Kryptos is a sculpture made by the US artist Jim Sanborn. It is located next to the headquarters of the CIA in Langley, VA. An encrypted message was written on the sculpture. The message consists of four independent parts.

The first three parts have been solved, but the fourth one has so far withstood every attempt at decryption. Show details…Hide details…

Author
K. Schmeh

Publication
Oct. 14, 2010, 1:30 p.m.




Show detailed information about this challenge.Hide detailed information about this challenge.




Download detailed information about this challenge.


Discuss this challenge with others in the forum.




Solve this challenge
0 users have already solved this challenge.
You need to be logged in to solve this challenge.



Double Column Transposition



Description
The double columnar transposition is considered one of the best manual encryption systems. Many secret organizations have made use of it or still use it today. As there are only a few publications on this method, it is not clear if and how a well-constructed double transposition cipher can be broken. Show details…Hide details…

Author
K. Schmeh

Publication
Oct. 14, 2010, 1:30 p.m.




Show detailed information about this challenge.Hide detailed information about this challenge.




Download detailed information about this challenge.


Discuss this challenge with others in the forum.


Show solvers of this challenge.Hide solvers of this challenge.

loading…
Loading the list of solvers has failed. Please try again.





Solve this challenge
2 users have already solved this challenge.
You need to be logged in to solve this challenge.
The solution for this challenge was made public on June 13, 2014, 9 a.m., and thus it is no longer possible to get points for this challenge. However, you can still solve it and enter a solution for this challenge.



Dorabella



Description
In 1897, the English composer Edward Elgar sent an encrypted message to a lover. So far, nobody has been able to decrypt it. This message is known today as the "Dorabella Cipher". Show details…Hide details…

Author
K. Schmeh

Publication
Oct. 14, 2010, 1:30 p.m.




Show detailed information about this challenge.Hide detailed information about this challenge.




Download detailed information about this challenge.


Discuss this challenge with others in the forum.




Solve this challenge
0 users have already solved this challenge.
You need to be logged in to solve this challenge.



D'Agapeyeff



Description
In 1939, the Russian-born Briton Alexander D'Agapeyeff published a book named "Codes and Ciphers". This book contains a ciphertext that was meant as an exercise. So far, nobody has been able to decrypt this ciphertext. In later editions of his book, this exercise was omitted – possibly because he had forgotten the solution himself. D'Agapeyeff may have made a mistake during the encryption procedure, which makes it now difficult to find the cleartext. Show details…Hide details…

Author
K. Schmeh

Publication
Oct. 14, 2010, 1:30 p.m.




Show detailed information about this challenge.Hide detailed information about this challenge.




Download detailed information about this challenge.


Discuss this challenge with others in the forum.




Solve this challenge
0 users have already solved this challenge.
You need to be logged in to solve this challenge.
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   +++   [Mar 19, 2024, 4:12 PM] csk98 solved the L1 challenge 'Number Sequence — Part 4'   +++   [Mar 19, 2024, 2:44 PM] codewarrior0 solved the L1 challenge 'A disguised code'   +++   [Mar 19, 2024, 9:00 AM] siligün solved the L1 challenge 'Number Sequence'   +++   [Mar 18, 2024, 10:01 PM] xiaozhuan solved the L1 challenge 'Lightweight Introduction to Lattices — Part 2'   +++   [Mar 18, 2024, 6:07 PM] froglegs solved the L1 challenge 'Original Caesar Cipher'   +++   
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