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Background

On June 30, 1999, a dead body was found in a field near West
Alton, Missouri, which was later identified as Ricky McCormick, 41
years old.

Even though police couldn’t find any wounds on the decomposing
body and the cause of death is unknown till today, they believe that
McCormick was victim of a homocide. This is not only supported
by the presence of his corpse 30 miles away from his home - though
he didn’t own a car nor is this region served by public transporation
- but also by what was found in the pockets of his pants:
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Background

Two notes containing more than 30 lines of encrypted text.
According to the investigators, they have been written in the last
three days before his death.

Figure: Ricky McCormick
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Background

According to his mother, Ricky had already been writing cipher
texts as a child, but she doesn’t know how to decrypt them.
Experts of the Cryptanalysis and Racketeering Records Unit
(CRRU), a divison of the FBI specialized in cryptanalysis, and the
American Cryptogram Association, a group of American amateur
cryptologists, are equally clueless. Twelve years after the homocide,
the FBI therefore asks the public for help by publishing the notes
on its website.

McCormick’s death may also be related to his chronic heart and
lung diseases, he suffered from. Dan Olson, the chief of CRRU,
pointed out that there is also a possibility that the notes are just a
~grocery list or a love letter”.
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Challenge

Can you help the FBI solve an open case?
On the following two pages you can find the two found notes and
transcriptions of those.

Information concerning the notes can be sent to the FBI online at:
http://forms.fbi.gov/code

You can also discuss your solutions in the forum here or with the
author of this MTC3 challenge.
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Sources & Information

» FBI, ,Help Solve an Open Murder Case™

http://www.fbi.gov/news/stories/2011/march/cryptanalysis_032911

» Timothy Williams (The New York Times), ,F.B.l. Seeks Help
Cracking Code in Victim's Notes™

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/04/01/us/01code.html?_r=1

» Shane Anthony (stltoday.com), ,From 1999: Body found in

- - i
field puzzles police™
http://www.stltoday.com/news/article_bcc02074-5bla-11e0-b199-0017a4a78c22.html

» Daily Mail, ,FBI asks for help in solving murder of man who

had mysterious encrypted notes in his pocket™:
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1371604/
FBI-asks-code-breakers-help-solving-murder-Ricky-McCormick.html

» First attempts by amateur cryptologists to analyse the code:
http://coldcasesleuth.blogspot.com/2011/04/ricky-mccormick-mysterious-death.html

» News report with a short comment by a cryptologist:
http://www.kplrll.com/news/
ktvi-cracking- code-could-help-solve-st-charles-murder-case-20110330,0, 7253504.story
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